'IRAQ
Ottoman Public Debt assigned to it under the Treaty of Peace
with Turkey.1 The clraq Government also undertook to con-
tract no other financial obligations without the prior consent of
H.B.M. Government.2
The Agreement also provided for the acquisition of land and
buildings by His Britannic Majesty3 and for exemption from
customs duties and taxes on His Britannic Majesty's property
and that of British officials and forces.4
In determining the position of British officials employed by
the 'Iraq Government, it was formally laid down that such
officials should be responsible to that Government.5 It was
understood, however, that they stood in a peculiar relationship
to the High Commissioner. The theory of this relationship is
best summarized in the letter of appointment from the High
Commissioner to all British officers entering 'Iraq service from
1921 to 1930. The relevant passages are:
The members of the High Commissioner's staff will be
the servants of His Britannic Majesty, and responsible for
placing the High Commissioner in a position to offer his
advice on all subjects referred to in the Treaty, You and
your colleagues will be responsible to the 'Iraq Government
and not to the High Commissioner, but His Majesty the King
of 'Iraq has agreed that the High Commissioner should at all
times be furnished with such information as he may require
relating to your official duties in the 'Iraq Government; he
has also agreed that the High Commissioner should be
informed in advance of any step which the Government of
'Iraq proposes to take which may affect the international
and financial obligations and interests of His Britannic
Majesty's Government. This information will be com-
municated through the Ministry to which you are respon-
sible to the member of the High Commissioner's staff who is
primarily concerned, and the 'Iraq Government will be
1 Cmd. 3120, Financial Agreement,  Article XVII.
a Ibid., Article XIL	3 Ibid., Article XL
* Ibid,, Articles XIV, XV.
8 Cmd. a120, British Officials' Agreement, Article VI.
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